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In his new book, "What Artists Wear," fashion critic Charlie Porter delves
into the fascinating relationship between art and fashion, exploring how
artists have used clothing to express themselves and their work. Porter
argues that clothing is not simply a superficial layer that covers the body,
but rather a powerful tool that can be used to communicate identity,
express emotions, and challenge social norms.

Porter's book is divided into three sections: "The Body," "The Wardrobe,"
and "The World." In the first section, Porter examines the ways in which
artists have used their bodies as a canvas for their work. He discusses the
body art of Yves Klein, the self-portraiture of Frida Kahlo, and the
performance art of Marina Abramović. In the second section, Porter
explores the role of clothing in the work of artists such as Andy Warhol,
Yayoi Kusama, and Rei Kawakubo. He shows how these artists have used
clothing to create iconic images, challenge traditional notions of beauty,
and explore the relationship between art and commerce.
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In the third section, Porter examines the ways in which artists have used
clothing to interact with the world around them. He discusses the political
activism of Ai Weiwei, the environmental art of Agnes Denes, and the social
commentary of Jenny Holzer. Porter shows how these artists have used
clothing to raise awareness of important issues, challenge injustice, and
create a sense of community.

The Body

The human body is a powerful canvas for artistic expression. Artists have
used their bodies to create works of art that are both beautiful and
provocative. In his book, Porter explores the ways in which artists have
used their bodies to express their identities, explore their emotions, and
challenge social norms.

One of the most famous examples of body art is Yves Klein's
"Anthropometries." Klein would paint his models in blue paint and then
have them press their bodies against large sheets of paper. The resulting
works of art are both abstract and sensual, and they explore the
relationship between the body and the canvas.

Frida Kahlo is another artist who used her body as a canvas for her work.
Kahlo's self-portraits are often painful and revealing, and they explore the
themes of identity, pain, and sexuality. Kahlo's work has been praised for its
honesty and its ability to capture the female experience.

Performance art is another way that artists have used their bodies to create
art. Performance art is often ephemeral, and it can take place in a variety of
settings. In her performance art, Marina Abramović often explores the
themes of pain, endurance, and the limits of the human body. Abramović's



work has been controversial, but it has also been praised for its originality
and its ability to challenge audiences.

The Wardrobe

Clothing is a powerful tool that can be used to communicate identity,
express emotions, and challenge social norms. In his book, Porter explores
the role of clothing in the work of artists such as Andy Warhol, Yayoi
Kusama, and Rei Kawakubo. He shows how these artists have used
clothing to create iconic images, challenge traditional notions of beauty,
and explore the relationship between art and commerce.

Andy Warhol is one of the most famous artists of the 20th century. Warhol's
work often explored the relationship between art and commerce, and he
was known for using everyday objects in his work. Warhol's iconic soup
cans and dollar bills have become symbols of American consumerism.

Yayoi Kusama is a Japanese artist who is known for her polka dot paintings
and sculptures. Kusama's work often explores the themes of infinity and
self-obliteration. Kusama's polka dots have become a signature part of her
work, and they have been used on everything from paintings to sculptures
to clothing.

Rei Kawakubo is a Japanese fashion designer who is known for her avant-
garde designs. Kawakubo's work often challenges traditional notions of
beauty. Her designs are often asymmetrical, and they often feature
unconventional materials such as rubber and plastic.

The World



Clothing can also be used to interact with the world around us. Artists have
used clothing to raise awareness of important issues, challenge injustice,
and create a sense of community. In his book, Porter explores the ways in
which artists have used clothing to make a difference in the world.

Ai Weiwei is a Chinese artist who is known for his political activism.
Weiwei's work often challenges the Chinese government, and he has been
arrested and imprisoned on several occasions. Weiwei's clothing often
features political slogans, and he has used his clothing to raise awareness
of human rights abuses in China.

Agnes Denes is a Hungarian-born American artist who is known for her
environmental art. Denes' work often explores the relationship between
humans and the environment. Denes' clothing often features natural
materials such as leaves and flowers, and she has used her clothing to
create works of art that raise awareness of environmental issues.

Jenny Holzer is an American artist who is known for her social commentary.
Holzer's work often explores the themes of power, violence, and sexuality.
Holzer's clothing often features text, and she has used her clothing to
create works of art that challenge injustice and promote social change.

In his book, "What Artists Wear," Charlie Porter explores the fascinating
relationship between art and fashion. Porter shows how artists have used
clothing to express themselves and their work, challenge social norms, and
make a difference in the world. Porter's book is a valuable resource for
anyone who is interested in the intersection of art and fashion.
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