Watercolour Mixing Techniques For Botanical
Artists

Watercolour painting is a popular medium for botanical artists because it
allows for a great deal of control and detail. However, watercolour can also
be a challenging medium to master, especially when it comes to mixing
colours. In this article, we will explore some of the basic watercolour mixing
techniques that botanical artists use to create realistic and beautiful
paintings.

Colour Theory

Before we begin mixing colours, it is important to understand a few basic
colour theory concepts. The three primary colours are red, yellow, and blue.
These colours cannot be created by mixing other colours. All other colours
are created by mixing the primary colours in different proportions.

The secondary colours are green, orange, and purple. These colours are
created by mixing two primary colours together. For example, green is
created by mixing yellow and blue, orange is created by mixing red and
yellow, and purple is created by mixing red and blue.
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The tertiary colours are created by mixing a primary colour with a
secondary colour. For example, yellow-green is created by mixing yellow
and green, red-orange is created by mixing red and orange, and blue-violet
is created by mixing blue and violet.

Wet-on-Wet Technique

The wet-on-wet technique is one of the most basic watercolour mixing
techniques. It involves applying one colour to the paper while it is still wet
from a previous wash. This allows the colours to blend together and create
a smooth transition. The wet-on-wet technique can be used to create a
variety of effects, such as soft washes, gradients, and subtle colour
changes.

To use the wet-on-wet technique, first apply a light wash of one colour to
the paper. Then, while the paper is still wet, apply a second colour over the
first. The two colours will blend together and create a smooth transition.
You can experiment with different colours and brushstrokes to create a
variety of effects.

Wet-on-Dry Technique

The wet-on-dry technique is another basic watercolour mixing technique. It
involves applying one colour to the paper after it has dried from a previous
wash. This allows the colours to stay separate and create a more defined
edge. The wet-on-dry technique can be used to create a variety of effects,
such as sharp lines, crisp edges, and detailed areas.
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To use the wet-on-dry technique, first apply a light wash of one colour to
the paper and allow it to dry completely. Then, apply a second colour over
the first, taking care not to overlap the edges of the first colour. The two
colours will stay separate and create a sharp edge. You can experiment
with different colours and brushstrokes to create a variety of effects.

Glazing Technique

The glazing technique is a more advanced watercolour mixing technique
that involves applying multiple layers of colour to the paper. This allows you
to build up the colour gradually and create a rich, luminous effect. The
glazing technique can be used to create a variety of effects, such as depth,
texture, and highlights.

To use the glazing technique, first apply a light wash of one colour to the
paper. Then, allow the paper to dry completely. Next, apply a second layer
of colour over the first, taking care to overlap the edges of the first colour
slightly. The two colours will blend together and create a richer, more
luminous effect. You can repeat this process as many times as necessary
to build up the colour and create the desired effect.

Colour Mixing Chart

One of the most helpful tools for botanical artists is a colour mixing chart. A
colour mixing chart shows you how different colours mix together to create
new colours. This can be a valuable resource when you are trying to
achieve a specific colour or effect.

To use a colour mixing chart, simply find the two colours that you want to
mix. Then, look at the chart to see what colour they will create when mixed



together. You can experiment with different colours and proportions to
create a variety of new colours.

Watercolour mixing is a complex and challenging skill, but it is also a
rewarding one. By understanding the basic colour theory concepts and
watercolour mixing techniques, you can create beautiful and realistic
botanical paintings. With practice, you will be able to master the art of
watercolour mixing and create stunning works of art.
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