
The Fascinating Life of Millicent Rogers: An
American Heiress Who Changed the World of
Jewelry

Millicent Rogers was an American heiress, socialite, jewelry designer, and
art collector who lived from 1879 to 1953. She was known for her lavish
lifestyle, her exquisite jewelry collection, and her groundbreaking work in
promoting Native American art and culture.
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Early Life and Family

Millicent Rogers was born on July 11, 1879, in New York City. She was the
daughter of Henry Huttleston Rogers, a wealthy oil tycoon and financier,
and Abbie Aldrich Rockefeller, a member of the prominent Rockefeller
family. Millicent had two sisters, Anne and Mary.
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Rogers' childhood was marked by privilege and luxury. She attended
private schools and traveled extensively with her family. She developed a
passion for art and jewelry from a young age, and she began collecting
jewelry at the age of 12.

Marriage and Personal Life

In 1902, Millicent Rogers married William Kemble Rhinelander II, a wealthy
New Yorker. The couple had two children, William Kemble III and
Antoinette. However, the marriage was unhappy and ended in divorce in
1913.

After her divorce, Rogers moved to Paris, where she lived a bohemian
lifestyle and became involved in the art world. She met many influential
artists and intellectuals, including Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, and
Gertrude Stein.

In 1924, Rogers married Edmund Bartlett, a New York banker. The couple
had one child, Nicolas. They lived in California for many years, where
Rogers continued to collect art and jewelry.

Jewelry Design and Native American Art

Rogers was a gifted jewelry designer, and she is credited with popularizing
the use of Native American motifs and materials in jewelry. She traveled
extensively throughout the American Southwest and Mexico, where she
collected Native American jewelry and studied the techniques of Native
American artisans.

Rogers' jewelry designs were eclectic and innovative. She combined
traditional Native American elements with modern materials and designs.



Her jewelry was often bold and colorful, and it featured intricate beadwork,
turquoise, and silver.

Rogers was a passionate advocate for Native American art and culture.
She helped to establish the Museum of New Mexico in Santa Fe, and she
donated many of her Native American artifacts to the museum.

Legacy

Millicent Rogers was a remarkable woman who lived a life of adventure and
creativity. She was a pioneer in the world of jewelry design, and she helped
to raise awareness of Native American art and culture. Her legacy
continues to inspire jewelry designers and art collectors today.

Rogers' jewelry is still highly sought-after by collectors, and it is often
displayed in museums and galleries around the world. Her work has been
featured in numerous exhibitions, including a major retrospective at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City in 1996.

Millicent Rogers was a true original. She was a woman of style, taste, and
vision. Her work has had a lasting impact on the world of jewelry design,
and her passion for Native American art and culture continues to inspire
people today.



Millicent Rogers Jewelry at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

Millicent Rogers: Life, Art, and Jewelry

Native American Jewelry from the Millicent Rogers Collection at
Sotheby's
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The Prophet Muhammad, born in the 6th century in Mecca, Saudi Arabia,
is the founder of Islam and the central figure of the religion....

Travel Enlightens: Four Brief Essays
Essay 1: Travel as a Window to the World Travel has been a
transformative experience throughout human history. It broadens our
perspectives, exposes us to...
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