
Onigamiising Seasons: A Journey through the
Ojibwe Year

For centuries, the Ojibwe people have lived in harmony with the natural
rhythms of the land and seasons. Their traditional calendar, known as the
Onigamiising, is a testament to their deep connection to the environment
and the intricate web of life that sustains it. Unlike the Western Gregorian
calendar, which divides the year into 12 months, the Ojibwe year is divided
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into 13 distinct seasons, each with its own unique characteristics, traditions,
and spiritual significance.
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Spring

The Ojibwe year begins with the Green Grass Moon, or Giigoonh, which
marks the emergence of new life after the long winter. This is a time of
renewal and rebirth, when the earth awakens and the animals return from
their hibernation. The Ojibwe celebrate this season with ceremonies and
rituals that honor the return of the sun and the promise of new beginnings.

Giigoonh (Green Grass Moon): March-April

Zaagigoonh (Sucker Moon): April-May

Ozaawigiizis (Strawberry Moon): May-June

Summer

As the days grow longer and the sun climbs higher in the sky, the Ojibwe
year enters the summer seasons. The Blueberry Moon, or Midewiigiizis, is
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a time of abundance, when the forests yield their sweet fruits and the
waters teem with fish. This is also a season of cultural gatherings and
celebrations, as the Ojibwe come together to share stories, songs, and
dances.

Midewiigiizis (Blueberry Moon): June-July

Animiikiizis (Raspberry Moon): July-August

Agoongwe'egiizis (Wild Rice Moon): August-September

Autumn

As the days begin to shorten and the leaves turn vibrant hues, the Ojibwe
year transitions into autumn. The Falling Leaves Moon, or
Gashkibida'a'giizis, is a time of reflection and preparation for the coming
winter. The Ojibwe gather their harvest, preserve food for the lean months
ahead, and engage in ceremonies that honor the changing seasons and
the bounty of nature.

Gashkibida'a'giizis (Falling Leaves Moon): September-October

Gizhiigoonh (Freezing Moon): October-November

Manoominike'giizis (Wild Rice Harvest Moon): November-
December

Winter

As the snow falls and the land becomes blanketed in white, the Ojibwe year
enters its winter seasons. The Snow Moon, or Chiigaa'giizis, is a time of
introspection and storytelling. The Ojibwe gather in their lodges, share



stories and legends, and pass on their knowledge and traditions to the
younger generations.

Chiigaa'giizis (Snow Moon): December-January

Gichigami'giizis (Ice Moon): January-February

Mashkode'gijig (Maple Sugar Moon): February-March

Connection to Nature

The Ojibwe's deep connection to nature is evident in every aspect of their
year. They believe that all living beings are interconnected and that humans
are but one part of the vast web of life. This belief informs their land
stewardship practices, their hunting and fishing traditions, and their spiritual
ceremonies.

The Onigamiising seasons provide a framework for understanding the
natural cycles of the land and the rhythms of life. By living in harmony with
these seasons, the Ojibwe have developed a sustainable and respectful
relationship with the environment.

Cultural Traditions

Each season in the Ojibwe year is marked by its own unique traditions and
practices. These traditions range from the practical, such as harvesting wild
rice or tapping maple trees for sugar, to the spiritual, such as ceremonies
honoring the changing seasons and the animal spirits.

Storytelling is an integral part of Ojibwe culture, and each season has its
own stories, legends, and teachings. These stories are passed down from



generation to generation, preserving the Ojibwe language, history, and
cultural identity.

Preservation and Revitalization

In recent decades, the Ojibwe have faced challenges to their traditional
way of life, including the loss of land, language, and cultural practices.
However, there is a growing movement among Ojibwe communities to
revitalize their traditions and preserve their cultural heritage.

Efforts to revitalize the Ojibwe language, promote traditional arts and crafts,
and reconnect with the land are helping to ensure that the Onigamiising
seasons continue to guide and inspire future generations.

The Onigamiising seasons are more than just a calendar; they are a living
embodiment of the Ojibwe people's deep connection to nature, their rich
cultural traditions, and their enduring spirit. By understanding and
appreciating the Onigamiising seasons, we can gain a deeper
understanding of the Ojibwe worldview and the importance of living in
harmony with the earth.
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