Inside the Strange and Wonderful World of the
Federal Duck Stamp Contest

Every year, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) holds a
contest to select the design for the next Federal Duck Stamp. The contest
is open to all artists, and the winning design is used to create a stamp that
is sold to hunters and other conservationists to help raise money for the
conservation of wetlands and waterfowl.

The Federal Duck Stamp Contest is one of the most prestigious art
competitions in the world, and it attracts some of the best wildlife artists in
the country. The competition is judged by a panel of experts, and the
winning design is selected based on its artistic merit, its relevance to the
theme of the contest, and its potential to sell stamps.
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The Federal Duck Stamp was created in 1934 as a way to raise money for
the conservation of wetlands and waterfowl. The first duck stamp featured
a design by Jay N. "Ding" Darling, and it was sold for $1. Since then, the

price of the duck stamp has increased several times, and it now costs $25.

The Federal Duck Stamp Contest

The Federal Duck Stamp Contest is held annually, and it is open to all
artists. The contest is divided into two categories: the Junior Division (for
artists 18 years of age and younger) and the Senior Division (for artists 19
years of age and older).

The Judging Process

The Federal Duck Stamp Contest is judged by a panel of experts, including
wildlife artists, biologists, and philatelists. The judges evaluate the designs
based on their artistic merit, their relevance to the theme of the contest,
and their potential to sell stamps.

The Winning Design

The winning design is selected by the judges, and it is used to create a
stamp that is sold to hunters and other conservationists. The winning artist
receives a cash prize, and their design is featured on the cover of the
Federal Duck Stamp Collector's Guide.

The Impact of the Federal Duck Stamp

The Federal Duck Stamp has raised millions of dollars for the conservation
of wetlands and waterfowl. The money raised from the sale of duck stamps
has been used to purchase and protect wetlands, to improve waterfowl
habitat, and to conduct research on waterfowl populations.



The Strange and Wonderful World of the Federal Duck Stamp Contest

The Federal Duck Stamp Contest is a unique and wonderful event that
celebrates the beauty of waterfowl and the importance of wetland
conservation. The contest attracts some of the best wildlife artists in the
country, and the winning designs are often stunning works of art. The
contest also helps to raise awareness of the importance of wetlands and
waterfowl conservation, and it generates much-needed funds for these
important causes.

The Federal Duck Stamp Contest is a great example of how art can be
used to make a positive impact on the world. The contest helps to raise
awareness of the importance of wetlands and waterfowl conservation, and
it generates funds that are used to protect these critical habitats. The
contest also showcases the work of some of the best wildlife artists in the
country, and it provides a glimpse into the strange and wonderful world of
the Federal Duck Stamp Contest.
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