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He Got Rhythm emerged during the vibrant Jazz Age, a time when new
musical forms were captivating audiences worldwide. The show's origins
can be traced to the legendary tap dancer Bill Robinson, who had already
established himself as a star in vaudeville and film.

In 1930, producer George White approached Robinson with the idea of
creating a Broadway musical specifically showcasing his extraordinary tap
skills. The show's book was written by Lorenz Hart and George S.
Kaufman, with music by George Gershwin and Cole Porter.

A Star is Born: Bill Robinson and the Rhythm of His Soul



Bill Robinson, affectionately known as "Mr. Bojangles," was the undisputed
star of He Got Rhythm. His electrifying tap dancing, characterized by its
complex rhythms and lightning-fast footwork, mesmerized audiences.

Robinson's performance in the show's most iconic song, "Stair Dance,"
became an unforgettable moment in Broadway history. His ability to make
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stairs sing and dance beneath his feet ignited thunderous applause and

cemented his status as a dance legend.
Captivating Songs and Dances: A Tapestry of Delight

= O

He Got Rhythm not only highlighted Bill Robinson's brilliance but also
boasted an exceptional cast and a rousing score. The show's songs,
composed by George Gershwin and Cole Porter, captured the infectious
rhythms and vibrant energy of the Jazz Age.

Standout musical numbers included Gershwin's "Strike Up the Band," a
rousing anthem of optimism, and Porter's "You're the Top," a witty and
charming ode to a perfect match. The cast's high-energy dance routines,
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choreographed by Billy Rose, complemented the music perfectly, creating a

visual and auditory feast.
Legendary Collaborations: Benny Goodman, Gershwin, and More

He Got Rhythm brought together an impressive array of musical talent. The
legendary clarinetist Benny Goodman made a guest appearance, adding
his own inimitable style to the show's already potent soundtrack.

George Gershwin, one of the greatest composers of the 20th century,
contributed several songs to the show, including the jubilant "Strike Up the
Band." Cole Porter, renowned for his witty and sophisticated lyrics, also lent
his talents to the musical, penning the irresistible "You're the Top."
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Broadway Success and Beyond: A Lasting Legacy

He Got Rhythm opened on Broadway in April 1930 and enjoyed a
triumphant run of over 500 performances. The show's infectious rhythms,
captivating performances, and star-studded collaborations made it a critical
and commercial sensation.

He Got Rhythm's legacy extends far beyond its Broadway run. The show
has been revived several times over the decades, including a critically
acclaimed production at the Kennedy Center in 2019. Bill Robinson's
electrifying tap dancing has inspired generations of dancers and
performers.
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: A Timeless Masterpiece

He Got Rhythm stands as a timeless masterpiece of the musical theater
genre. Its innovative choreography, unforgettable songs, and iconic
performances have captivated audiences for generations.

The show's celebration of jazz and tap dancing helped popularize these art
forms and inspire a new generation of artists. He Got Rhythm remains an
enduring testament to the power of music and dance to transcend time and
ignite the human spirit.
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Four Brief Essays

Harvey Kipper

The Messenger of Allah: An Exposition of His
Life for Curious Western Readers

The Prophet Muhammad, born in the 6th century in Mecca, Saudi Arabia,
is the founder of Islam and the central figure of the religion....

Travel Enlightens: Four Brief Essays

Essay 1: Travel as a Window to the World Travel has been a
transformative experience throughout human history. It broadens our
perspectives, exposes us to...
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