
An In Depth Introduction To The Art Of Writing
Characters
Characters are the heart and soul of any story. They are the ones who
drive the plot, create conflict, and make the reader care about what
happens. But writing characters is not always easy. It takes time, effort, and
practice to create characters that are believable, relatable, and memorable.
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In this article, we will discuss the art of writing characters. We will cover
everything from creating a character's backstory to developing their
personality and motivations. We will also provide tips and exercises to help
you improve your character writing skills.

Creating a Character's Backstory

Every character has a backstory, even if it is not explicitly stated in the
story. The backstory is what shapes a character's personality, motivations,
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and beliefs. When creating a character's backstory, consider the following
questions:

Where was the character born and raised?

What was their family like?

What were their childhood experiences?

What major events have shaped their life?

The backstory does not have to be long or detailed, but it should be specific
enough to give you a good understanding of the character's history and
motivations.

Developing a Character's Personality

The personality is what makes a character unique. It is the sum of their
thoughts, feelings, and behaviors. When developing a character's
personality, consider the following:

What are the character's strengths and weaknesses?

What are their likes and dislikes?

How do they react to different situations?

What are their goals and motivations?

The personality should be consistent throughout the story. The character
should act in a way that is in line with their personality and motivations.

Creating Conflict



Conflict is essential for any story. It is what drives the plot and creates
tension. When creating conflict, consider the following:

What are the character's goals?

What are the obstacles in their way?

How do they overcome these obstacles?

The conflict should be believable and relevant to the character's goals and
motivations. It should also be challenging enough to keep the reader
engaged.

Making the Character Relatable

Readers want to connect with the characters in a story. They want to
understand their motivations, empathize with their struggles, and root for
their success. To make a character relatable, consider the following:

Give the character flaws.

Show the character making mistakes.

Let the character experience setbacks.

Give the character a sense of humor.

Relatable characters are more likely to stay with the reader long after they
finish the story.

Tips and Exercises

Here are a few tips and exercises to help you improve your character
writing skills:



Read great character-driven stories. Pay attention to how the author
develops the characters, creates conflict, and makes the characters
relatable.

Write character sketches. A character sketch is a short description of
a character that includes their physical appearance, personality, and
goals.

Write character dialogue. Dialogue is a great way to reveal a
character's personality and motivations.

Role-play as your characters. This can help you to get into their
head and understand their thoughts and feelings.

Get feedback on your characters. Ask friends, family, or beta
readers to read your work and give you feedback on your characters.

Writing characters is a skill that takes time and practice to develop. But by
following the tips and exercises in this article, you can improve your
character writing skills and create characters that are believable, relatable,
and memorable.
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